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Transition Perennials 
Larry A. Sagers
Horticulture Specialist
Utah State University
Thanksgiving Point 
Gardens
Using Perennials For Gorgeous 
Gardens Between Spring Bulbs 
And Summer Annuals
Most Gardeners Plant 
Perennials, Bulbs And Winter 
Annuals That Bloom In The 
Spring And Then Skip Into 
Summer. 

Never Forget The Transition Of 
Bloom Season Between Spring 
Bulbs And Summer Annuals 
Somewhere Between This
And This
Is This
Or This
Or This
Transition Gardens Are 
Important
They Fill The Gap
Never Neglect This Time
Debbie And Richard Dewey
Garden
Monkshood
Aconitum
• Height: 36-48 inches
• Bloom Season: June-August
• Flower Color(s): Lavender-pink, 
white-yellow, or white
• Exposure: Partial shade
• Use: Drought tolerant perennial border
Monkshood
Aconitum
Hollyhock
Alcea rosea
• Also Althaea rosea
• Cultivars:                                  
– ‘Majorette’                                        
– ‘Silver Puffs’                            
– ‘Summer Carnival’                          
– ‘Chater’s Double Mixture’
Hollyhock
Alcea rosea
• Height: 24-108 inches
• Bloom Season: June-August
• Flower Color(s): White, pink, yellow, 
lavender, or red
• Exposure: Full sun
• Use: Background borders, against fence 
or wall
Hollyhock
Alcea rosea
Lady’s Mantle
Alchemilla ‘Alpina’
• Height: 6 inches
• Bloom Season: June-August
• Flower Color(s): Buff
• Exposure: Partial shade
• Use: Edging and rock gardens
Lady’s Mantle
Alchemilla ‘Mollis’
• Height: 12-18 inches
• Bloom Season: June-August
• Flower Color(s): Yellow
• Exposure: Partial shade
• Use: Cutting, edging, and borders
Lady’s Mantle
Alchemilla ‘Mollis’
Chive
Allium schoenaprasum
• Height: 6-15 inches
• Bloom Season: March-June
• Flower Color(s): Purple
• Exposure: Full sun or partial shade
Chive
Allium schoenaprasum
• Use: edging, herb gardens, vegetable 
plots, and containers
• Edible foliage
Chive
Allium schoenaprasum
Columbine
Aquilegia hybrida
• Cultivars:                                         
– ‘McKana Giant’                                
– ‘Mrs.Scott Elliot’                                  
– ‘Rose Queen’                                      
– ‘Spring Song’
• Height: 24-36 inches
• Bloom Season: May-June
Columbine
Aquilegia hybrida
• Flower Color(s): Blue, pink, purple, red, 
yellow, and white
• Exposure: Full sun or partial shade
• Use: Border and naturalized settings
Columbine
Aquilegia hybrida
Goatsbeard
Aruncus
• Height: 48 to 72 inches
• Bloom Season: June-July
• Flower Color(s): Creamy white
• Exposure: Partial shade
• Use: Dried flowers, water side, and 
borders
Goatsbeard
Aruncus
Campanula
Campanula carpatica
• Another common name is Carpathian 
Harebell
• Height: 6-12 inches
• Bloom Season: June-August
• Flower Color(s): Blue-lilac, white, or purple
• Exposure: Full sun to partial shade
• Use: Borders and rock gardens
Campanula
Campanula carpatica
Campanula
Campanula glomerata
• Other common names are Danesblood 
and Clustered Bellflower
• Height: 12-18 inches
• Bloom Season: June-August
• Flower Color(s): White, blue, or purple
Campanula
Campanula glomerata
• Exposure: Full sun to partial shade
• Use: Borders, bedding between shrubs, 
and for cut flowers  
• Very invasive
Campanula
Campanula glomerata
Canterbury Bells
Campanula medium
• One cultivar is ‘Cup and Saucer’
• Height: 24-48 inches
• Bloom Season: June-August
• Flower Color(s): White, pink, blue, or 
mauve
Canterbury Bells
Campanula medium
• Exposure: Full sun or partial shade
• Use: Border, balconies, and isolated 
clumps
Canterbury Bells
Campanula medium
Campanula
Campanula persicifolia
• Another common name is Peach Leaf
• Height: 24-36 inches
• Bloom Season: June-August
• Flower Color(s): White or blue
• Exposure: Full sun to partial shade
• Use: Borders
Campanula
Campanula persicifolia
Red Valerian
Centranthus
• Height: 12-36 inches
• Bloom Season: June-September
• Flower Color(s): Rose-pink or white
• Exposure: Full sun
• Use: Borders, slopes, and walls
Red Valerian
Centranthus
Corydalis
Corydalis flexuosa
• Height: 8-12 inches
• Bloom Season: May-October
• Flower Color(s): Blue
• Exposure: Full or partial shade
• Use: Edgings and walls
Corydalis
Corydalis flexuosa
Corydalis
Corydalis lutea
• Height: 8-12 inches
• Bloom Season: May-September
• Flower Color(s): Yellow
• Exposure: Full shade or partial sun
• Use: Border and walls
Corydalis
Corydalis lutea
Iceplant
Delospurma cooperi
• Height: 2-4 inches
• Bloom Season: June-September
• Flower Color(s): Magenta
• Exposure: Full sun
• Drought tolerant
• Use: Slopes and rock gardens
Iceplant
Delospurma cooperi
Iceplant
Delospurma nabigenum
• Height: 2-4 inches
• Bloom Season: May-June
• Flower Color(s): Yellow
• Exposure: Full sun
• Drought tolerant
• Use: Slopes and rock gardens
Iceplant
Delospurma nabigenum
Delphinium
Delphinium elatum
• Height: 36-72 inches
• Bloom Season: June-July
• Flower Color(s): Many
• Exposure: Full sun
• Use: Cut flowers and background accent
Delphinium
Delphinium elatum
Dianthus
Dianthus barbatus
• Height: 4-6 inches
• Bloom Season: May-August
• Flower Color(s): White, pink, or scarlet
• Exposure: Full sun
• Use: Cut flowers, balconies, terrace, 
borders, rockeries, and flower beds
Dianthus
Dianthus barbatus
Pinks
Dianthus chinensis
• Height: 6-12 inches
• Bloom Season: Summer-Fall
• Flower Color(s): Red, white, and pink 
• Exposure: Full sun or partial shade
• Use: Cut flowers, edging, and beddings
Pinks
Dianthus chinensis
Bleeding Heart 
Dicentra spectabilis
• Height: 24-36 inches
• Bloom Season: May-June
• Flower Color(s): Red and white
• Exposure: Partial shade
• Use: Cut flowers, and shaded borders
Bleeding Heart 
Dicentra spectabilis
Common Foxglove
Digitalis purpurea
• Other common names include Fairy 
Glove, Fingerflower, and Purple Foxglove
• One cultivar is ‘Leopard Foxglove’
• Height: 24-60 inches
• Bloom Season: May-July
Common Foxglove
Digitalis purpurea
• Flower Color(s): Purple-pink, lavender, 
white-apricot, or rose
• Exposure: Full sun or partial shade
• Use: Borders and cut flowers
Common Foxglove
Digitalis purpurea
Cranesbill
Geranium spp.
• Height: 6-24 inches
• Bloom Season: May-September
• Flower Color(s): Blue, purple, or red
• Exposure: Full sun or partial shade
• Use: Perennial border and rock gardens
Cranesbill
Geranium spp.
Geum
Geum spp.
• Height: 24-30 inches
• Bloom Season: May-August
• Flower Color(s): Scarlet, orange or yellow
• Exposure: Full sun
• Use: Groupings in perennial borders, or as 
cut flowers
Geum
Geum spp.
Baby’s Breath
Gypsophila spp.
• Height: 12-36 inches
• Bloom Season: June-July
• Flower Color(s): Rose, purple, white, or 
pink
• Exposure: Full sun
• Use: Borders, dry flowers, and rock 
gardens
Baby’s Breath
Gypsophila spp.
Rockrose
Helianthemum nummularium
Exposure: Full sun
Use: Rock gardens and on slopes and 
pockets
Rockrose
Helianthemum nummularium
Coral Bells
Heuchera sanguinea
Another common name is Alum Root
Cultivars:
‘Bressingham Hybrids’
‘Chartreuse’
‘Chatterbox’
‘June Bride’
‘Matin Bells’
‘Pluie de Feu’
Coral Bells
Heuchera sanguinea
Cultivars cont.
‘White Cloud’
Height: 12-30 inches
Bloom Season: May-July
Flower Color(s): Red, pink, or white
Exposure: Full sun or partial shade
Use: Rock gardens and borders
Coral Bells
Heuchera sanguinea

Plantain-Lily
Hosta spp.
Height: 12-24 inches
Bloom Season: July-September
Flower Color(s): White, lavender, or lilac
Exposure: Partial or full shade
Use: Borders, rock gardens, and masses
Plantain-Lily
Hosta spp.
Iris
Iris
Height: 20-30 inches
Bloom Season: Between May and June
Flower Color(s): Black, green white edged, 
or purple-yellow
Exposure: Full to partial sun
Use: Cut flowers
Iris
Iris
Spotted Dead Nettle
Lamium maculatum
Height: 12 inches
Bloom Season: April-September
Flower Color(s): Purple-red or white-yellow
Spotted Dead Nettle
Lamium maculatum
Exposure: Partial or full shade
Use: Shaded perennial borders, rock 
gardens, and summer filler
Spotted Dead Nettle
Lamium maculatum
Sweet Lavender
Lavendula spp.
Height: 12-36 inches
Bloom Season: June-September
Flower Color(s): Purple
Sweet Lavender
Lavendula spp.
Exposure: Full sun
Use: Borders, rock gardens, and cut flowers
Evergreen
Sweet Lavender
Lavendula spp.
Ligularia
Ligularia
Height: 48-72 inches
Bloom Season: June-July
Flower Color(s): Yellow
Exposure: Partial shade
Use: Moist borders and water side
Ligularia
Ligularia
Lupine
Lupinus polyphyllus
Height: 30-60 inches
Bloom Season: May-July
Flower Color(s): Blue, purple, 
reddish-purple, and yellow
Exposure: Full sun or partial shade
Use: Cut flowers and borders
Lupine
Lupinus polyphyllus
Peony
Paeonia
Height: 36 inches
Bloom Season: May-June
Flower Color(s): Many
Exposure: Full sun to partial shade
Use: Accent or cut flowers
Peony
Paeonia
Oriental Poppy
Papaver orientale
Height: 24-36 inches
Bloom Season: May-June
Flower Color(s): Many
Exposure: Full sun
Use: Borders and cut flowers
Oriental Poppy
Papaver orientale
Jacob’s-Ladder
Polemonium caeruleum
Height: 9-18 inches
Bloom Season: May-June
Flower Color(s): Blue-pink or white
Exposure: Full sun to partial shade
Use: Rock gardens, foreground of perennial 
borders, and groundcovers
Jacob’s-Ladder
Polemonium caeruleum
Soapwort
Saponaria ocymoides
Height: 6-8 inches
Bloom Season: June
Flower Color(s): Pink
Exposure: Full sun
Use: Rock gardens
Pest free
Soapwort
Saponaria ocymoides
The End
• Visit Our Gardens Monday thru Saturday 
Until the End of October 
• For Garden Tour Information Log Onto 
www.larrysagers.com 
